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UW-Extension Turns 100!
Hi All—I hope the year is off to a great start for your farm, family, or business. 2012
marks a special anniversary for Cooperative Extension as it was 100 years ago that we
began serving the people of Wisconsin.
In 1912, E.L. Luther was hired to provided
agricultural information about livestock, winter
feed, soils and legumes in Oneida County. He
made farm visits on his two-cylinder bike,
providing the latest agricultural information direct
from the University of Wisconsin-Madison. His
work was an early example of the Wisconsin Idea
– extending the boundaries of the university to
the boundaries of the state.

Many things have changed in the past 100 years. Today, Cooperative Extension
is home to four program areas offering local information in person and online,
providing research-based information 24/7. There are offices in each of
Wisconsin’s 72 counties and on three Native American reservations, through
which Cooperative Extension develops practical educational programs tailored
to local needs and based on university knowledge and research.
This special anniversary provides a time to reflect on the achievements of the
past 100 years. We have been honored to work with your farms and business
to help improve production and profitability and look forward to serving you in
the years to come.
Katie Behnke
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There are tons of great events coming up...look inside for more details!
General Farming
 Heart of the Farm Workshop for Farm Women—March 7, Kelly Lake
 Transferring the Farm Seminar—March 23, Shawano
Dairy
 Improving Dairy Reproductive Efficiency—February 21, Shawano
 Raising Quality Dairy Heifers—February 28, Kimberly
Livestock
 Cattle Feeder Clinic—February 14, Kelly Lake
 Midwest Dairy and Beef Husbandry Conference—March 1, Madison
Crops
 Forage Council Meeting—February 16, Gresham
 Private Pesticide Applicator Training—March 1, Shawano
 Fertilizer Decision Making Workshop—February 9/10, Coleman, Oconto Falls
 Grain Crops Production Clinic—February 17, Green Bay

WI Farm Fun Facts


In 2010, Wisconsin
produced 883,400 milk
pelts, valued at $72.4
million



Wisconsin ranks #5 in
production of
cucumbers for pickles



Shawano County is
home to 367 dairy
farms

2012 Annual Meeting & Educational Program
Thursday, February 16, 2012
The Woodland, Gresham

10:15

Registration

10:30

Improving and Evaluating Starch Digestibility for Lactating Dairy Cows
Pat Hoffman, UW-Extension, Marshfield Ag Research Station

11:15

Local Rental Rates and Rental Agreements
A look at local land rental prices, expectations for the future, and how to build the
rental agreement that is best for your farm.
Katie Behnke, Shawano County Agriculture Agent

11:45

Shawano County Forage Council Business Meeting

12:00

Lunch

1:00

Wisconsin Alfalfa Yield and Persistence Project
A look at alfalfa yield and quality over the life of the stand and what it means for crop
management on the farm.
Mike Rankin, UW-Extension Crops and Soils Agent, Fond du Lac County

1:45

Update on Midwest Forage Association

2:00

Seed Auction

2:30

Adjourn
2012 Shawano County Forage Council Annual Meeting
Advance Registration Required by February 10

Make checks payable to: Shawano County Forage Council
Return to: Shawano County UWEX, 311 North Main Street, Shawano, WI 54166
Registration & Membership Options:
____ Midwest Forage Association & Shawano County Forage Council Membership + Lunch @ $65
____ Shawano County Forage Council Membership + Lunch @ $35
____ Lunch only @ $15

Name(s) _____________________________________________________________
Address _______________________________________________________________
Zip_______________________________

Phone ____________________________

Email__________________________________________________________________

d
es an s!
l
f
f
a
R
prize
door

February 21st, 2012
10:00 a.m.—3:00 p.m.
Amicos—Shawano
The Economic Value of Improving Reproductive Efficiency: In this session Dr. Victor Cabrera will tell you
how much more money you could make by improving your herd’s reproductive efficiency.
Update on Reproductive Research at UW Madison: Poor reproductive efficiency is a significant source of
economic loss affecting many dairies. Come and learn what researchers are doing to solve this problem by Dr.
Paul Fricke.
Mastitis is not only about milk: Did you know that mastitis can impact the reproductive performance of your
herd? During this session you will learn from Dr. Pamela Ruegg how these two events relate.
What is Repro Money and how it can help you increase your economic returns: This new program is offered
to all Wisconsin dairy farmers, and it’s free! You will be able to identify which are the areas in your reproductive
plan that are slowing down your gains and help you address each issue through an organized plan. This is your
chance to enroll!

Session Highlights
Did you know that when you improve your herd’s reproductive performance you will:
√ Get more milk
√ Increase your genetic progress
√ Have more pregnant cows
√ Modify your annual herd turnover
√ Have more calves born
√ Increase your overall herd profitability
Sponsored by:

________________________________________________________________________
Name
________________________________________________________________________
Mailing Address
________________________________________________________________________
City
State
Zip
________________________________________________________________________
Telephone
Email
REGISTRATION FEE : $10 /participant (include lunch and program materials)
MAKE CHECK PAYABLE TO: Shawano County UW-Extension
SEND CHECK TO: Shawano County UW-Extension Office,
311 N Main St. #101, Shawano WI 54166
University of Wisconsin, U. S. Department of Agriculture and Wisconsin counties cooperating. UW-Extension provides equal opportunities in employment and programming including Title IX and ADA.
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Reminder—Pesticide Applicator Training Offered
Crop producers who need to re-certify or become
certified for private pesticide application can register
for one of two sessions to be held this winter. The
next Private Pesticide Applicator Training and
Certification sessions is scheduled for:
Thursday, March 1st (register by Feb 23)

Training will take place at the Shawano County
Courthouse in downstairs meeting rooms A and B.
Registration will begin at 9:45 am, and the program
will run from10:00 am until 3:30. Lunch is on your
own, but there will be an hour break at noon.
You must pre-register at the UWEX Office by the
appropriate date, pay your $30 training and
materials fee, and READ your training manual prior
to coming to the training session. The UWEX
Office is located in Room 101 of the Courthouse in
Shawano, and we are open from 8 am to 4:30 pm
Monday through Friday.
Contact us at 715-526-6136 or by email at
katie.behnke@ces.uwex.edu.

Fertilizer Decision-Making for 2012—Coleman and Oconto Falls
Profitable crop production requires proper
nutrient management. Current high crop prices and
record high input costs may lead to more questions
or different answers than in a normal cropping
year. UW-Extension of Marinette and Oconto
Counties is offering a pair of workshops to assist
producer decision-making in these critical areas.
The sessions will give producers the
opportunity to analyze their nutrient source options
from the standpoint of crop profitability. Workshop
content will help producers better understand the
interactions between soil reserves, on-farm nutrient
sources, and fertilizers to make sure their crops are
not yield-limited due to shortages of any given
nutrient.
The sessions will be held on Thursday,
February 9 in the Pound Town Hall and on Friday,
February 10 in the Oconto Falls Community
Library. Both events will begin at 10:15 a.m. and
continue with the approximate following schedule, in
case producers are primarily interested in certain
crops. The beginning topic will be fertilizer cost

analysis and fertilizer treatment technologies. Then, participants will work through nutrient
needs and economics for various crops, starting
with corn at about 11 a.m., a break for lunch, then
soybeans at 12:30 p.m., alfalfa at 1 p.m., and small
grains and other crops at 1:30 p.m.
Discussion will be led by Scott Reuss,
Crops/Soils Agent. The goal of the day is to assist
producers to maximize per acre profitability by
matching the optimum nutrient application rate to
an individual farm’s history, soil types, and the
current pricing structure. Attending producers are
encouraged to bring along copies of any available
on-farm data to include soil test data, manure
analysis, cropping plans, and any other pertinent
information.
There will be a $5 charge for this
program. Pre-registration is requested, but not
required. To register, or if you have any questions
about these events, contact Scott Reuss, UWExtension Crops/Soils Agent at 715-732-7510, tollfree at 1-877-884-4408, or by e-mailing
scott.reuss@ces.uwex.edu

Transferring the Farm
in a High Stakes Era
A Practical Seminar for Beginning and Retiring Farmers
March 23, 2012
The Gathering
2600 E. Richmond Street
Shawano
9:15

Registration

9:30

Welcome and Overview of Resources for Beginning Farmers

9:40

Selecting Farm Business Arrangements that Work for You

Phil Harris, Farm Law Specialist, UW-Madison
10:45

Importance of Communications in Farm Successions

Joy Kirkpatrick, Outreach Specialist, Center for Dairy Profitability
Noon

Lunch

12:45

Tax Considerations for Farm Transfers

2:00

Phil Harris, Farm Law Specialist, UW-Madison
Breakout Sessions: (Select one)


Retirement Planning

Todd Raether, Financial Services Professional, Trusted Retirement Resources


Building Equity

2:45

Discussion of the Next Steps

3:00

Adjourn

University of Wisconsin, U. S. Department of Agriculture and Wisconsin counties cooperating. UW-Extension provides equal opportunities in employment and programming including Title IX and ADA.

Transferring the Family Farm
Registration Due: March 19, 2012
Cost: $20.00 per person
Checks Payable to: Shawano County UW-Extension
Return to:

Katie Behnke,
311 N Main Street,#101,
Shawano, WI 54166

Name(s) ___________________________________
Phone___________________
Email _____________________________________
Address___________________________________
City__________________________
Number attending x $_____ = $______.
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Status of Wisconsin Agriculture 2012—Summary
Report by the Department of Agricultural and Applied Economics, UW-Madison and UW-Extension

Wisconsin farmers as a whole earned a record high net
farm income of $2.4 billion in 2011. This was up
about $350 million from 2010 and three times the very
depressed level of $800 million in 2009. The new
record in net farm income reflects record high prices
for milk, cattle, hogs, corn and soybeans. For most
farmers, these record prices generated enough
additional revenue to offset much higher costs for
some farming inputs.

2011 in Review
General Economy. Budget woes remained in the
headlines in 2011 despite some recovery from the
great recession of 2008-09. After a 3 percent GDP
growth in 2010, the U.S. economy struggled to reach
even half that rate in 2011. Economic growth is being
held back by persistently high unemployment, a
housing market in shambles and a U.S. congress in
gridlock. Anemic economic growth, combined with
high food prices, have kept consumers’ food
Wisconsin’s record net farm income was not shared
expenditures in check. A weak dollar most of the year
equally among commodity sectors. Grain producers
helped push up U.S. agricultural exports. But financial
fared best. Wisconsin corn prices in 2011 averaged
problems in the European Union have recently caused
nearly 60 percent higher than 2010 and soybean prices the dollar to strengthen, making U.S. agricultural
were up about 20 percent. But record high prices for
products more expensive for overseas customers.
these critical livestock feed components trimmed the
profits of livestock producers despite record gross
Farm Input Costs. Fertilizer and seed prices were up
receipts. For dairy farmers who purchased all of their sharply in 2011. But while fertilizer cost more than it
feed in 2011, milk income over feed costs was about did in 2010, it still was much cheaper that it was four
the same as 2010 even though milk prices were about years ago, when high grain and soybean prices
$4 per hundredweight higher. Overall, Wisconsin
induced a planting boom and a fertilizer shortage. In
farmers spent about $1 billion more in 2011 than in
contrast, seed prices have climbed steadily, reflecting
2010 for the goods and services (including rents) they stronger demand and an improved product. Fuel prices
needed to operate their businesses. The largest
were up, mainly due to supply uncertainties. Farmland
percentage cost increases were for feed (+23 percent), rents have risen along with profits from crop
fertilizer (+30 percent), seeds (+27 percent) and rent
production, and it has become increasingly common
(+15 percent). In the aggregate, Wisconsin farmers’
for landlords and renters to negotiate agreements that
balance sheet was stronger at the end of 2010 than at allow both parties to share above-target returns. Credit
the beginning, and it will improve again in 2011.
was cheap and readily accessible to qualified
Between 2009 and 2010, total assets rose $1.9 billion borrowers.
and total debt climbed by $700 million, mostly in
expanded real estate debt. This put farm equity at the Dairy. U.S. milk cow numbers were up modestly in
end of 2010 at $66.7 billion and the debt-to-asset ratio 2011 and high feed costs restrained milk per cow gain
at 0.11, indicating a strong financial position. Dairy
to less than 1 percent. U.S. milk production rose 1.7
farmers have made up most of the ground that they
percent to 196 billion pounds. Wisconsin production
lost in 2009, when severely depressed milk prices led was just over 26 billion pounds, roughly the same as
to a major reduction in equity. Their net worth fell by in 2010. While cow numbers were marginally higher,
$1.6 billion between 2008 and 2009 through a
yield per cow was stagnant, partly the result of brutal
combination of devalued assets (primarily cows and
mid-summer heat and humidity (July milk per cow
financial assets) and increased debt. However,
was down 4 percent from year-earlier). The faltering
recovery was fairly rapid. By the end of 2010, dairy
U.S. economy along with higher retail prices
farmers regained all but $270 million of the equity
constrained growth in domestic consumption. But
they lost in 2009.
dairy exports picked up the slack, reaching recordhigh levels in 2011 and increasing the U.S. dairy trade
balance to almost a 2-to-1 ratio of exports to imports.

Page 7

Livestock and Poultry. A very small increase in total
meat supplies coupled with strong exports of beef and
pork tightened domestic meat supplies in 2011. The
result was record high prices for most livestock
species. High retail prices served to ration the red
meat supply. Wholesale turkey prices were up about
10 percent, but broiler prices were below 2010 levels.

direction of fuel prices is highly uncertain due to
unstable international political conditions. Land rents
will rise along with rising land values. Credit will
remain plentiful and cheap by historical standards.

2012 Preview
General Economy. While the outlook for the U.S.
economy in 2012 is murky, agriculture is somewhat
insulated from the forces battering the general
economy. Agriculture fared better than the rest of the
economy in 2011 and will likely do so again in 2012.
However, the looming euro crisis could change that
positive outlook. In particular, if there is a continued
flight from the Euro to the U.S. dollar as a safe haven
for foreign funds, the resulting strengthening of the
dollar would seriously erode agricultural trade
prospects.

Livestock and Poultry. Due in large part to the severe
drought in the Southwest, total meat supplies are
expected to fall by about 2 percent in 2012. Heavy
drought-related culling of cows has cut cattle
inventory, and beef export opportunities will be
reduced by stronger competition from Australia and
Canada. Pork production could climb a bit, but not
nearly enough to offset the drop in beef supplies.
Broiler output will be down and turkey meat
production up slightly. Because of the overall
decrease in the U.S. meat supply, prices for all species
will likely be higher.

Farm Input Costs. Most farm input prices are
expected to rise by only a small amount in 2012.
Fertilizer prices have stabilized somewhat as supply
has come closer to meeting expanded demand. But the

Corn and Soybeans. Grain growers can expect
another great year. USDA is currently forecasting
2011/12 corn prices in the mid- $6 per bushel range,
more than $1 per bushel higher than 2010/11. Soybean
price increases will be more modest, probably less
than 50 cents per bushel. The elevated corn price
forecast comes from a disappointing 2011 harvest
relative to early expectations. Cold, wet conditions
delayed planting, cutting corn yields by 6 bushels per
acre from 2010/11 and 18 bushels from 2009/10.
Despite price rationing, which is expected to drop
exports by 18 percent and feed use by 4 percent, the
ratio of ending stocks to corn use will likely be record
low. But growers need to be aware that a bin-busting
2012 corn harvest could burst the corn price bubble.

Dairy. Wisconsin milk prices in 2012 could fall $1.50
to $2.00 per hundredweight from their lofty level of
2011, but they probably won’t drop that far. Much
Corn and Soybeans. U.S. grain and oilseed producers depends on weather here and abroad, especially in
had a great year. USDA estimates the national average New Zealand, our principal dairy export competitor.
With higher grain prices almost certain, margins will
farm-level corn price for the 2010/11 season to be
be much tighter than in 2011, especially for dairy
about $5.20 per bushel, compared to $3.55 in the
farmers who purchase all or most of their feedstuffs.
previous season. Season-average soybean prices are
Domestic sales of dairy products will be influenced by
estimated at $11.30 per bushel, up from $9.59 in
2009/10. Nearly 40 percent of total corn usage—more U.S. economic conditions, but smaller increases in
retail prices should bring gains at least as large as last
than 5 billion bushels—went to ethanol plants in the
year. Exports are more uncertain, but are unlikely to
2010/11 marketing year. Corn used for feed and
exceed the records set in 2011.
exported fell below last year’s levels.

UW-Extension
311 N Main Street #101
Shawano, WI 54166
Phone: 715-526-6136
Fax: 715-526-4875
http://shawano.uwex.edu

ATTENTION ALL:
If you are no longer involved in agriculture or would no longer
like to receive this newsletter, please call (715) 526-6136 and
asked to be removed from the list...thank you!

Calendar of Events
February
9/10 Fertilizer Decision Making Workshop—Coleman, Oconto Falls
14
Cattle Feeder Clinic—Kelly Lake
16
Forage Council Meeting—Gresham
17
Grain Crops Production Clinic—Green Bay
21
Improving Dairy Reproductive Efficiency—Shawano
28
Raising Quality Dairy Heifers—Kimberly
March
1
Midwest Dairy and Beef Husbandry Conference—Madison
1
Private Pesticide Applicator Training—Shawano
7
Heart of the Farm Workshop for Farm Women—Kelly Lake
23
Transferring the Farm Seminar—Shawano

UW-Extension provides equal opportunities in employment and programming, including Title IX and ADA”.
“University of Wisconsin-Extension U.S. Department of Agriculture and Wisconsin counties cooperating.
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