How to make vour

own Rain Barrel:

First create an opening for
water collection. Cover the
hole with a screen or filter

to catch organic matter.

Next construct an over-
flow valve on the side of
the barrel near the top. An
overflow valve is critical to
redirect water during peri-

ods of heavy rain and when
the barrel is full.

Attach a spigot a few
inches from the bottom of
your rain barrel that can
be used to drain the bar-
rel. Seal all fittings and
spigots with caulk to

minimize water leakage.

Consider painting or
otherwise decorating
your rain barrel to make
it a distinct and attrac-

tive part of your yard.
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http://www.dnr.state.wi.us /runoff /rg /links.ntm#barrels

| Benefits of Rain Barrels:

o Rain Barrels are a great way to
keep the rain water that enters
your property within your
property.

e Rain Barrles slow rain
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runoff so it can drain naturally

into the ground.

o Collected rainwater is

better for plants because it is

devoid of mineral, chlorine,
fluoride, and other

chemicals.
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o Rain barrels provide

water during the dry

periods

o Lowers your water

costs!

http: //www.uwex.edu /ces/wihort /gardenfacts /XHT1157.doc

Care of a Rain

Barrel:

e Do not allow water
to stand in barrel
for more than five

to seven days.

e A fine mesh screen or
filter fitted to the lid
of your rain barrel will
prevent adult mosqui-
toes from gaining ac-

cess to the barrel and

laying eggs.

o Ifalgae become a prob-

lem, empty the barrel and
then wash the barrel with
a dilute bleach solution

(3/4 cup per gallon of wa-
ter). Rinse the barrel well

after bleaching.

« Regularly clean the screen to

ensure that no organic matter

blocks drainage.




