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Thank you to everyone who has returned an ‘Agricultural Needs Assessment Survey’! I have
received over 500 responses thus far and would love to have more! If you need another
survey you can call our office and we will mail you one or go to our website http://
shawano.uwex.edu/ to complete the survey. I truly appreciate all your feedback and look
forward to sharing the results with you in the near future!
As you can see from the content of this newsletter, the ‘meeting season’ is still upon us and
you will see a couple flyers for workshops that have been added recently. I want to
highlight a program I am involved with occurring this month...A “Dealing with Compromised
Cattle” workshop will be held in Green Bay on February 14th. This the second in a series of
meetings held across the state to outline industry accepted practices for assessing and
managing down cows. Feedback on the first meeting held last month in Fond Du Lac was
extremely positive. We encourage all interested parties, farmers, industry professionals and
government employees, to attend this timely and worthwhile meeting. You can preregister
by calling our office.
I also want to remind you to register for the Shawano County Forage Council Annual
Meeting on February 21st. In addition to the educational program, the Council will be
raffling off bags of seed to raise money for its annual scholarship fund. Food, interesting
presentations and buying seed for a good cause...It doesn't get much better, right?!
Speaking of Forage Council scholarships, do you know of a deserving high school senior or
college student from Shawano County that will be majoring in an agriculture program during
the 2014-2015 college school year? If so, encourage them to go to http://
shawano.uwex.edu/agriculture/foragecouncil/ to apply for the scholarship online!
Lastly, I don’t know about you, but I am ready for spring! On these long winter days, I start
dreaming of conducting alfalfa stand counts, PEAQ stick measurements, calibrating manure
spreaders, or tweaking nutrient management plans, conducting soil quality assessments,
and refining crop planting plans… If you would like me to stop by your farm to help you with
these topics (or maybe some other burning ag question), just give my office a call. I’d love
to set up a time to stop out and meet you!
According to the groundhog, you will be enjoying six more weeks of winter!

Jamie
PS...Also don’t forget to support the Rural Health Initiative by attending their 10th Annual
Wine and Cheese Fundraiser on February 14th at the Main Event in Cecil. It’s a great
Valentine’s gift and a great way to support your friends and neighbors in the agriculture
community. Plus, I will be working serving wine. What more could you ask for?
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Feeding Calves in Winter ~ Liz Binversie, Tina Kohlman, and Zen Miller, UW-Extension Livestock and Dairy Agents
As winter brings colder temperatures to Wisconsin, the nutritional need of young calves continues to increase. Understanding the
nutritional needs of calves is essential for creating a quality feeding program that will promote healthy growth and development. To do this, let’s first take a look at what the nutritional needs are of the young calf.
What are the energy needs of a growing calf?
Calves require energy to maintain their bodies, to promote healthy growth and development, to stay warm, and to recover from
illness if your calf is sick. If a calf doesn’t receive the necessary energy to do all of these things, you may start to see decreased
performance and weight loss. Especially in these cold winter temperatures, a calf will require a lot more energy. The thermal
neutral zone (comfort zone) for newborn calves is 50-78°F while one-month old calves’ thermal neutral zone is 32-78°F. Once the
temperature reaches below the lower critical temperature of 32°F for our one-month old calves or 50°F for newborn calves, the
energy they consume is now used for maintenance making less available for growth and immune function. Based on a 2007
NAHMS USDA study, only 33% of dairy producers change calf-feeding practices in cold weather. Failure to minimize the effects of
cold stress results in depressed immune function, increased risk of sickness, poor response to treatment, decreased growth performance and possible death. The following are some feeding strategies to cope with the harsh weather in the coming months.
Feeding Strategies:
Feed more fat. A University of Minnesota trial found that adding ¼ pound of a 60% supplemental fat increased growth rate during
the first three weeks of life. However, feeding too much fat can decrease starter grain intake. Only use supplemental fat for the
first 14 days of life and gradually wean calves off.
Feed more milk or milk replacer. There are three ways to feed more milk replacer.
1) Add a feeding. Feeding a third meal will increase amount of solids by 1/3 compared to feeding only twice daily.
2) Increase volume. Increase the feeding volume by 1/3 between the two feedings. This is the same as adding a third meal.
However, these larger meals can decrease starter grain intake and cause digestive upset.
3) Increase solids. Another way to feed more milk replacer is to add more powder to the volume of milk replacer mixed. One
should consult with your nutritionist to determine the amount of powder to add to increase energy. However, total solids in
milk replacer should not exceed 15%. Anything greater can cause health risks. When feeding whole milk, it is recommended to
pasteurize it first to reduce the risk of bacterial pathogens, especially for non-saleable milk.
Feed quality milk replacer. Read the tag carefully to make sure you are choosing a quality milk replacer. Not all protein sources
are created equal.
Acceptable protein sources: Milk protein, soy protein isolate, protein modified soy flour, soy protein concentrate, animal
plasma, wheat gluten or isolate.
Marginal protein sources: Soy flour.
Not acceptable protein sources: Meat soluble, fish protein concentrate, wheat flour.
Consider what type of milk replacer feeding program you use.
Traditional. A traditional program uses 20:20 or 20% protein and 20% fat. Often energy intake and growth is limited due to
the levels fed. Higher intake may give calves enough nutrition for growth but the higher protein will limit gain.
Accelerated. An accelerated program uses milk replacers with higher protein (26-28%) and lower fat (15-20%) content. This
program is more expensive than a traditional program so you will need to evaluate if this type of program is economical .
Consult with a nutritionist to determine an appropriate feeding rate, as it will vary with milk replacer program and manufacturer.
Feed more starter or get calves on starter sooner. Starter provides another source of energy for calves. Begin offering starter at
two-three days of age. Calves should begin eating some starter by five to seven days of age. By the second week, calves should be
consuming ¼ to ½ pounds per day. If your calf has not begun eating starter by this time, something is wrong. You will need to
troubleshoot your starter quality, calf health, and feeding practices. Make sure buckets are at the correct height to facilitate easy
access. The bucket opening height should be no higher than 20-24 inches off the ground. Before weaning, a calf should be eating
starter for at least 3 weeks and should be eating 2 pounds of starter for 3 days in a row.
Use warm water, not cold. Water is essential for maintaining body fluids, rumen development, digestion, and eliminating
waste. Calves should consume 10% of body weight in water daily. Since milk intake does not substitute for water, provide supplemental water. Provide water that’s been warmed just above 1020 F within 30 minutes of feeding. Free-choice water should be
given. Calves should get at least one gallon of water per calf per day for the first month of life and two gallons during the second.
No matter what type of feeding program is used, keep these general principles in mind to keep calves healthy and performing
well. To monitor progress, calves should double in birth weight by 55 days of age. Because all calves are uniquely different, use
visual cues to determine if calves are performing well and thriving. If a calf is not, changes may be needed to suit that individual
calf’s needs.

Calendar of Local Upcoming Events
Date

Workshop

Location

Cost

Registration
Requirement

February 14

Dealing with Compromised Cattle

Tundra Lodge
Green Bay

$20

Shawano UWEX
By February 7

February 19, 26

Shifting Gears

Outagamie UWEX
Appleton

See
Prices

Outagamie UWEX
By February 10

February 21

Shawano County Forage Council Annual Mtg

The Main Event
Cecil

$15

Shawano UWEX
By February 14

February 24

Tile Drainage on Agricultural Lands

Brown County UWEX
Green Bay

$20

Brown UWEX
By February 13

February 25

Cattle Feeder Workshop

Equity Livestock
Marion

$0

-

February 25

Pesticide Applicator’s Training

Oconto Falls Library

$40

Marinette UWEX

February 27

Don’t Pour Your Profits Down the Drain

Oconto County UWEX
Oconto

$15

Oconto UWEX
By February 19

March 4

Dairy Carrie

Shawano High School
Auditorium

$0

-

March 6

Pesticide Applicator’s Training

Shawano Co Courthouse
Shawano

$30

Shawano UWEX

March 20

Winning the Game—Pre-harvest Marketing

Chet and Emil’s
Birnamwood

$15

Shawano UWEX
By March 13

March 21

Heart of the Farm

The Main Event
Cecil

$15

Shawano UWEX
By March 14

March 27

Winning the Game—Post-harvest Marketing

Chet and Emil’s
Birnamwood

$15

Shawano UWEX
By March 20

Keep an eye on our website and Facebook page for information on new and upcoming meetings!
http://shawano.uwex.edu/agriculture/calendar/
https://www.facebook.com/uwex.shawano.ag

Social media, no matter how much you love it, hate it or ignore it, is dramatically impacting
the nation’s view of the agriculture industry...and not always for the better.
Hear from one of the Ag world’s most positive and prolific faces on the Internet…Carrie Mess (aka “Dairy Carrie) is a
nationally known farm woman from Lake Mills, Wisconsin who manages the popular Internet blog at dairycarrie.com,
entitled “The Adventures of Dairy Carrie.” Carrie’s goal is to connect the average consumer back to the farm where
their food is produced and tell the real story of agriculture.

How to be a Face and Voice for Agriculture—An evening with Dairy Carrie
Shawano High School Auditorium — Tuesday, March 4th — 7:00 pm.
There is no charge and no advance registration for this program
Share the word with teachers, customers, friends and neighbors...anyone interested in the impact of social media on society!

