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Greetings!

Website:
http://shawano.uwex.edu

With planting season gearing up and Extension meeting season wearing down, I am going to
combine the March and April newsletters into one. Therefore, barring any information
emergencies, you won’t hear from me, on paper anyway, until May. In the meantime, I will
continue to keep the Extension website and Facebook page updated, so check back often!

Like us on Facebook at:
uwex.shawano.ag

Just a few notes for this month and next…

Hours:
Monday - Friday
8:00 am - 4:30 pm

For those interested in helping maintain our pollinator populations, funding through the
USDA may be available. Money is available through the EQIP program to fund conservation
practices that provide safe and diverse food sources for honey bees while protecting the
environment. The sign-up deadline is March 21st. More information on the program can
be found at http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/detail/wi/home/?
cid=nrcs142p2_020742.

Ag Agent:
Jamie Patton
jamie.patton@ces.uwex.edu
IN THIS ISSUE:

Winter weather interfered with our plans, and so the Shawano County Forage Council
Annual Meeting is rescheduled for March 27th. The agenda and registration form can be
found inside. The meeting is an excellent opportunity to hear from a farmer who has used
cover crops, livestock and conservation practices to improve soil health on his farm.
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If you are still debating your cropping strategy this year, remember the 2014 Crop Budget
Cost of Production Calculator is available for download at http://www.uwex.edu/ces/
farmteam/. Look in the Enterprise Budgets heading and then go to the Field Crop section.
Although no one has a crystal ball, the latest (February 21, 2014) USDA Grains and Oilseeds
Outlook is less optimistic than the last—http://www.usda.gov/oce/forum/2014_Speeches/
Grains_Oilseeds.pdf. The February 2014 Livestock, Dairy and Poultry Outlook can be
accessed here http://www.ers.usda.gov/ersDownloadHandler.ashx?file=/media/1280524/
ldpm236.pdf.
If you are contemplating which forage to plant this spring or if you would like to brush up on
the latest techniques and research on alfalfa, I encourage you to visit the UW-Extension
Team Forage website: http://www.uwex.edu/ces/crops/uwforage/uwforage.htm . The
webpage will be transitioning to a new URL shortly, but the address I provided will redirect
you to the new site.
The results of the 2013 winter wheat fungicide trials are now available at http://
fyi.uwex.edu/fieldcroppathology/wheat/2013winterwheatfungicide/. The study concluded
that...“Application of fungicide at emerging flag leaf was the best application timing to
control leaf blotch disease, which resulted in a significant improvement in yield.”
...continued on next page
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...continued from front page
By now, you have likely heard that spring 4-H and FFA swine weigh-ins have been banned in an effort to limit the spread of
Porcine Epidemic Diarrhea Virus (PEDV). This deadly, highly communicable disease is estimated to have killed over 4 million
piglets nationwide and confirmed cases are on the rise. Practicing strict biosecurity protocols on all swine farms is key to
limiting the spread of the disease. You can learn more about PEDV by visiting the American Association of Swine Veterinarians
website (http://www.aasv.org). Please help to educate the public that PEDV is not transmissible to humans and that pork
remains safe to eat.
As more information about the new Farm Bill programs becomes available, UW-Extension will be hosting informational sessions
on how the new crop, livestock and dairy programs can work for you. I will send you details about these sessions as soon as I
receive them, but much like you, we are waiting patiently to learn more about program specifics and sign ups.
The status of the Implements of Husbandry bill is still up in the air (at least as I am writing this). At press time, a bill, AB842,
had been introduced to establish an 18-month moratorium on the enforcement of weight limits against large agricultural
equipment.
Remind your favorite high school and college students to apply for local agricultural scholarships, such as the Shawano County
Forage Council scholarships (due May 1, http://shawano.uwex.edu/agriculture/foragecouncil/), Shawano County Farm Bureau
scholarships (due April 1, http://wfbf.com/countyfarmbureaus/shawano/), and the Shawano County Farm Progress Days
scholarships (due April 15, http://shawano.uwex.edu/agriculture/youth/).
Questions regarding the EPA Spill Prevention, Control and Countermeasure rule (SPCC) for farms have been coming into
county offices. The link to the EPA website and information can be found here http://www.epa.gov/osweroe1/content/spcc/
spcc_ag.htm. There is a self-certification template that, depending on the quantity of reportable substances you have on your
farm, may work for you. The farm factsheet on the above website discusses the criteria farms must meet to need the SPCC
plan.
I also want to make you aware of some additional meetings in our region for which I haven’t included flyers: March 22-Spring
Garden Conference-Marinette (http://marinette.uwex.edu/files/2014/02/brochure-2014_web.pdf), March 25-27-Genex
Artificial Insemination School-Shawano (http://genex.crinet.com/page393/AITrainingClasses), March 29-Farm Records with
Quickbooks-Merrill (http://lincoln.uwex.edu/files/2014/02/Quickbooks-flyer-Beginners-Merrill.pdf), and April 5-Healthy Horse
Clinic-Luxemburg (http://kewaunee.uwex.edu/files/2014/01/Healthy-Horse-Clinic-Final.pdf).
Additionally, UW Extension is offering classes for woodland owners. The Green Bay classes will be held at the Ag & Extension
Service Center, 1150 Bellevue Street from 6 pm – 8 pm as follows: Session 2 – Introduction to Timber Harvesting and Sales –
Thursday, March 27, 2014; Session 3 – Keeping Your Woods Healthy: The Signs and Symptoms of Sick Trees – Thursday, April
10, 2014; and Session 4 – Get to Know Your Local Trees and Invasive Plants – Thursday, May 1, 2014. More information can be
found here https://www.co.brown.wi.us/i/f/uw_extension/General%20Page/Classes%20for%20Woodland%20Owners.pdf.
Lastly, just a reminder that the Wisconsin Public Service Farm Show is March 25-27 at the EEA Grounds in Oshkosh. Stop by
the Extension booth to learn more about energy efficient lighting!
With that, I have rambled on long enough! Have a healthy, safe and productive next couple months. Please don’t hesitate to
give the office a call if you have any questions I can be of help with. Like you, as the weather warms, I will be out in the field
more and in the office less. However, leave me a message and I will get back to you as soon as I can!

Happy Spring!

Jamie

Calendar of Local Upcoming Events
Date

Workshop

Location

Cost

Registration
Requirement

March 20

Winning the Game—Pre-harvest Marketing

Chet and Emil’s
Birnamwood

$15

Shawano UWEX
By March 13

March 21

Heart of the Farm

The Main Event
Cecil

$15

Shawano UWEX
By March 14

March 22

Spring Garden Conference

UW-Marinette

$35

Betty Malke
By March 17

March 25-27

Wisconsin Public Service Farm Show

EEA Grounds
Oshkosh

March 27

Shawano County Forage Council Annual Mtg

The Main Event
Cecil

$15

Shawano UWEX
By February 14

March 27

Winning the Game—Post-harvest Marketing

Chet and Emil’s
Birnamwood

$15

Shawano UWEX
By March 13

March 27

Introduction to Timber Harvesting and Sales

UW-Extension
Brown County

$10

Brown UWEX

March 29

Farm Records with Quickbooks

UW-Extension
Lincoln County

$20

Lincoln UWEX
By March 21

April 5

Health Horse Clinic

Kewaunee Co Fairgrounds
Luxemburg

Varies

Kewaunee UWEX
By March 31

April 8

Farm Family Health and Business
Management Conference

Crystal Falls
New London

$0

Waupaca UWEX
By March 31

April 10

Keeping Your Woods Healthy: The Signs and
Symptoms of Sick Trees

UW-Extension
Brown County

$10

Brown UWEX

May 1

Get to Know your Local Trees and Invasive
Plants

UW-Extension
Brown County

$10

Brown UWEX

Keep an eye on our website and Facebook page for information on new and upcoming meetings!
http://shawano.uwex.edu/agriculture/calendar/
https://www.facebook.com/uwex.shawano.ag

A Spackling of…
UW-Extension Blogs and Websites for Current Agronomy Research and News
Corn - http://wisccorn.blogspot.com/
Corn - http://corn.agronomy.wisc.edu/
Soybeans and Small Grains - http://www.coolbean.info/
Soybeans - http://thesoyreport.blogspot.com/
Integrated Pest and Crop Management - http://ipcm.wisc.edu/

